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High Performance Window – Incremental Cost 

Overview 

With recent advancements in window technologies, momentum towards electrification, and a 
need to improve building envelope performance, there is an exciting opportunity to begin 
building window programs that are cost-effective and popular among utility customers. This memo 
outlines the incremental cost of high-performance Window Products 

During the process of developing the new ENERGY STAR specification for windows, doors and 
skylights the cost of window products was evaluated. Based on this analysis it was determined that 
the incremental cost between a 0.32 U-Value Window (IECC 2015 code baseline) and a High-
Performance Window meeting ENERGY STAR Version 7 criteria is $541. As the baseline energy 
code becomes more stringent, the incremental cost decreases. These details are outlined in the 
figure below -  

 

 

Figure 1 Incremental cost premium for a 3’x5’ high-performance window over various code baselines

 

 
1 Incremental cost was evaluated during the specification revision process for ENERGY STAR Version 7. Anonymized 
cost data was collected and summarized per window in a presentation to stakeholders (see slide 20). 

https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/ES_Residential_WDS_V7_Final%20Specification%202022.pdf?_gl=1*lmbrou*_ga*MjA4NDYzMTA0OS4xNjgxNDE3MTYz*_ga_S0KJTVVLQ6*MTY4MTQxNzE2Mi4xLjEuMTY4MTQxNzE4MC4wLjAuMA..
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/ES_Residential_WDS_V7_Final%20Specification%202022.pdf?_gl=1*lmbrou*_ga*MjA4NDYzMTA0OS4xNjgxNDE3MTYz*_ga_S0KJTVVLQ6*MTY4MTQxNzE2Mi4xLjEuMTY4MTQxNzE4MC4wLjAuMA..
https://www.energystar.gov/products/energy_star_residential_windows_doors_and_skylights_version_7_0
https://energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/WDS_V7_Draft%201%20Data1%20-%20Product%20Cost.xlsx?_gl=1*1izr3z4*_ga*MjA4NDYzMTA0OS4xNjgxNDE3MTYz*_ga_S0KJTVVLQ6*MTY4MTQxNzE2Mi4xLjEuMTY4MTQxNzIzNC4wLjAuMA..
https://energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/WDS_V7_Draft%201%20Data1%20-%20Product%20Cost.xlsx?_gl=1*1izr3z4*_ga*MjA4NDYzMTA0OS4xNjgxNDE3MTYz*_ga_S0KJTVVLQ6*MTY4MTQxNzE2Mi4xLjEuMTY4MTQxNzIzNC4wLjAuMA..
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/document/V7_Stakeholder%20Meeting_7-27-2021_final.pdf

