ENERGY STAR: A Proven Success at Risk

Impact Over 30 Years

ENERGY STAR, one of the most successful voluntary programs in U.S. history, has
become the international standard for energy efficiency. Since its launch in 1992
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), ENERGY STAR and its partners
have saved Americans more than $500 billion in energy costs and prevented 4

billion metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions. ENERGY STAR
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Beyond its environmental benefits, ENERGY STAR delivers significant economic

value. The estimated annual market value of ENERGY STAR product sales exceeds $100 billion, and
approximately 35% of U.S. energy efficiency jobs involve manufacturing or installing ENERGY STAR
products. For every dollar the EPA has invested in the program, Americans have saved $350 in energy
costs. With nearly 90% of American households recognizing the label and over 300 million certified
products purchased in 2021 alone, ENERGY STAR is a trusted and essential part of the American economy
and climate strategy.’

What’s Happening Now

As part of a proposed agency reorganization, the EPA has suggested eliminating its role in managing
ENERGY STAR. While the program itself may continue in some form, its future as a federally managed,
publicly accountable initiative is uncertain.

ENERGY STAR’s success depends on its credibility, consistency, and transparency, qualities that are best
maintained under public oversight. Whether housed at the EPA or transitioned to the Department of
Energy, ENERGY STAR should remain a government-run program that serves the public interest.

Why It Matters

ENERGY STAR isn't just a label, it's a trusted guide for consumers and a critical tool for businesses, utilities,
and policymakers.

Keeping it public ensures:

& Consumer confidence in product claims

@ Fair competition for manufacturers

& Reliable standards for utility programs and rebates
& Affordable access to energy-saving technologies

Privatizing or eliminating the program could lead to higher costs, less transparency, and reduced impact.
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